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INT. APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Sunlight floods the room through the drawn curtains.

A door opens and Benny (15) a skinny and vulnerable freshman 
enters, wearing pajamas. He goes straight to the couch. 

On top of a laptop is a pink sticky note: 
“Got an extra shift, take the bus today -Mom”

He turns back around and opens his laptop to his email.

CHIME! One new message. 

He scrolls through a series of hateful messages until he 
reaches the end. A brand new message from Anonymous:
“4 real tho why do you even try? Nobody likes u and ur 
seriously not worth anyone time.”

Benny sighs and closes out of the page.

CHIME! A calender alert appears:
“School in 15 mins”

He swipes away the alert and opens a new page and searches 
“websites for lonely people”

The first result: “FriendMe - a safe place for kids to make 
friends!”

He clicks the link. The homepage opens. A very cheesy and 
campy social network site. Stock photos of teenagers enjoying 
themselves and hanging out. A series of text boxes with 
questions: “Tell us about yourself”. He begins to type.

He finishes and clicks the “Sign me up” button.

In the bottom corner of the screen, a little animated animal

...searching for a friend...

A video window pops up. CAROLINE (14), bug-eye glasses, 
frizzy red hair, and braces sits at a desk in her bedroom. 
She squints at Benny.

CAROLINE
Who are you?

BENNY
Benny--

CAROLINE
Why did you request me?



BENNY
Uh, I clicked the random friend 
thing.

CAROLINE
(to herself)

I seriously need to change those 
preferences...

(typing)
I’m sending you a link to League of 
Legends, you’ve played it?

BENNY
Um, sure... That sounds fun.

CHIME. A new message: 
“Caroline has invited you to play League of Legends”.

Benny begins to play the game, nervously tapping away at his 
computer. Sounds of swords clanging, warriors screaming, and 
animals roaring can be heard from the computer speakers. 
Benny tries to keep up with the chaos. 

Caroline’s voice yells at him in the background.

CAROLINE (O.S.)
You suck at this. Go back to your 
books or something, loser!

She closes out of the game, cutting him off.

Benny sits there, wide eyed and confused.

He clicks the Find page. A search bar with the caption:
“Narrow down your search with something you have common”

He sets down his phone and looks back at the computer, then 
types: “near Fairville Highschool, video games, cult-classic 
novels”

Hits enter.

...searching for a friend...

One match. He clicks her profile. A video chat window opens. 

EUGENIA (16) fair-skinned and subtly pretty sits on her bed.

EUGENIA
Hi!

BENNY
Hey, what’s up?
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EUGENIA
Not much. What’s your name?

BENNY
Benny. 

(realization)
I think I know you.

EUGENIA
You do?

BENNY
Yeah, Eugenia, right? We go to the 
same school I think.

EUGENIA
Were we in class together..?

BENNY
Yeah, um, Geometry and Chemistry 
and Gym but, they’re big classes, 
so you like it?

EUGENIA
Like what, school?

BENNY
Yeah, school.

EUGENIA
It’s okay, I guess. Do you like the 
website?

BENNY
Yes..? I think so. There are some 
interesting people on here.

EUGENIA
You can say that again.

BENNY
...There are some interesting--

EUGENIA
Oh no, that was rhetorical. 

BENNY
Oh, okay.

Awkward moment.

EUGENIA
So you like video games?
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Benny’s eyes dart down to his Mario t-shirt. He shifts the 
screen up.

BENNY
Yeah, but more intense ones like 
Call of Duty and, uh, League of 
Legends.

EUGENIA
Any other ones..?

BENNY
Uh, I don’t really play video 
games, I’m more athletic. I’m on 
the football team.

EUGENIA
Really, you are?

BENNY
Yeah, I uh, I quarterback.

EUGENIA
You sure, because I’m pretty sure 
Jackson is.

BENNY
Who?

EUGENIA
Jackson Shepherd, the quarterback. 
I went to homecoming with him.

BENNY
Oh yeah, of course. Well, I’m 
the... understudy for the 
quarterback, like the backup.

(pause)
Do you wanna be friends?

EUGENIA
What?

BENNY
Like on the website, not like in 
real life, or not, it’s okay, but 
um yeah...

EUGENIA
Okay, I guess. 

CHIME! One new message: 
princesspeach98 is now your friend!
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EUGENIA (CONT’D)
You don’t like any other games, 
like Pokemon or Mario Kart?

He looks back around the room and down at his t-shirt again. 
Mario and his friends engulf it.

BENNY
No, I’m not into those kind of 
games, they’re pretty stupid.

Eugenia sinks back into her chair.

EUGENIA
(crushed)

Oh, okay. Cool. 
(pause)

I gotta go do work and stuff. I’ll 
see you at school or something. Bye 
Benny--

BENNY
No, wait, I’m sorry, I hate 
football--

IN EUGENIA’S ROOM
Eugenia terminates the date. She looks down at her Mario T-
shirt and frowns. She sits alone in her bedroom.

BLACK. The window closes and we’re back at the Find page.

Benny clicks on Eugenia’s profile: 
Eugenia is no longer online

His eyes widen and he begins to breathe rapidly. His leg 
shakes. 

He opens the Messages page to Eugenia: 
“where did you go?”

Then waits for a moment.

Writes another message: 
I’m really sorry, I didn’t mean any of that.

Waits...

Another message: 
Idk why I was acting like that, it was stupid.
I’m not one of those jerks
I hate football!
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He gets up and paces around the room, muttering to himself, 
then gets out his phone and texts Mom:
“When is soon? It’s already been a long time”

CHIME! New message from Mom:
A while, I have to work Benny.

He types out another one: 
I need you.

He waits for moment...

Then goes back to his computer and looks at Eugenia’s 
profile. 

He slams his fist on the desk.

BENNY (CONT’D)
(mocking himself)

I love football, and hey, I’m also 
a jerk who is mean to people and 
stupid!

(to himself)
What were you thinking?

He looks back up at his computer. Eugenia’s profile picture 
stares back at him.

He scrolls down the page to see:
Address: 358 Diamond Street

He hesitates.
Stands up, then sits down.
Gets back up, crosses the room, opens the door, and leaves.

CUT TO:

EXT. ROAD - CONTINUOUS

A cute house among others on a suburban road. 

The front door opens and Benny runs out. He sprints across 
the sidewalk and down the street.

CUT TO:

EXT. DIAMOND STREET - CONTINUOUS

Benny holds his phone in his hand, GPS navigating the way.

He crosses the road and runs up to a cute ranch house, walks 
up to the porch, pauses, and catches his breath.
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He knocks on the door. It opens to reveal Eugenia.

EUGENIA
(shocked)

Benny, what are you doing here?

BENNY
(out of breath)

Uh, I um, wanted to... did you get 
my messages?

Eugenia looks into the house, then back at Benny.

EUGENIA
How do you know where I live?

Benny holds up his phone.

EUGENIA (CONT’D)
Why are you at my house?

BENNY
I hate football.

EUGENIA
What?

BENNY
I don’t understand how it could be 
fun. And those violent games scare 
the crap out of me. But Mario Kart, 
I freaking love it. I have the 
limited addition with all the 
tracks and a plush doll of Toad and 
I once built a go-kart from the 
Nintendo 64 version...

He looks at Eugenia.

EUGENIA
Then what was with that other 
stuff?

BENNY
I don’t know, it was to like 
impress you or something. I do that 
a lot.

EUGENIA
You’re not on the football team.

BENNY
I don’t even know what a 
quarterback does.
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CHIME! One new message from Mom:
I can cut my shift and come home early if you want me to.

He looks back up to Eugenia. 

BENNY (CONT’D)
Ooh, check this out!

He takes off his jacket to reveal his Mario shirt. Eugenia's 
eyes widen.

EUGENIA
You get that at Target?

BENNY
(blushes)

My mom picked it out for me.

EUGENIA
That’s awesome, she sounds really 
cool.

BENNY
Yeah, she is.

She chuckles and steps aside from the door.

EUGENIA
Wanna come in?

Benny’s eyes widen.

BENNY
Really?

EUGENIA
(chuckling)

Yeah, really. 

BENNY
Do you have Mario Kart?

EUGENIA
Oh yeah, the brand new one and a 
fifty-five inch with surround 
sound.

BENNY
And the custom controllers?

EUGENIA
You think I mess around?
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BENNY
Ha, no.

EUGENIA
That was also rhetorical.

BENNY
Oh, right.

Awkward pause.

EUGENIA
So, come on it’s all set up.

He looks down at his phone and types a new message to Mom:
It’s okay you don’t have to. I’ll see you later tonight <3

EUGENIA (CONT’D)
You coming?

BENNY
Get ready to get your butt whooped 
on Rainbow Road.

She laughs and leads him inside, closing the door behind 
them. We linger on the house for a moment and then...

FADE TO BLACK.
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